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Hempstead Inquirer 

August 22nd, 1863 

"From Major B.A. Willis, headquarters 119th Regiment, NY, Warrenton 

Junction, VA, July____, 1863) 

 

General (Krzyzanowki - commanding 2nd Brigaade, 3rd Division, 11th 

Army Corp.: 

 

 

"General, Pursuant to orders, I have the honor to submit the following 

report of the part taken, by the 119th Regiment in the series o engagements 

that were fought at Gettysburgh, PA on the 1st, 2nd & 3rd days of July, 

including operations on the 4th day of the same month. 

It may be proper for me to state, at the outset that I was, at the 

commencement of the action, not in command of the regiment and 

consequently, cannot recite with accuracy the orders received by regimental 

commanders. 

On the 1st day of July at about 5:00am, we started from Emmetsburg, MD 

making a hasty march towards Gettysburg over rough roads and through 

drenching rains, reaching there about 12:00pm.  At this time, the 1st army 

Corp had already been engaged, and were slowly retiring; we then marched 

through the town and took position on the right of the road leading from 
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Gettysburg to Chambersburg, in an orchard in the meanwhile, being 

subjected to a severe cannonade of the enemy. 

Here, II Corp, under my command, were ordered to deploy as skirmishers, 

which they did in handsome style.  I then received an order from you to 

prevent at all hazards the enemy from advancing to a large barrage and 

several adjacent buildings. 

This order owing to the intrepid bravery of Corp II, I was enabled to 

executive to the letter.  The 1st Division had now advanced against the 

enemy, when showing signs of  being overwhelmed, we with the rest of your 

brigade were ordered forward to lend them our support, taking position on 

their left and having the 1st Brigade of our division on our left. 

Here we made a furious onslaught upon the enemy, more than threefold 

our number receiving volley after volley of musketry and suffering from a 

destructive cross fire of shell and solid shot. 

The Regiment did not yield however, but stood firmly dealing death and 

creating disorder in the enemy's ranks, until the 1st Division on our right 

had fallen far back towards the town and the support on our left had 

disappeared from the field. 

In this juncture, with an enemy in the front,  and on either flank, not only 

threatened with but suffering from a heavy enfilading fire, we retired in 

good order and were I believe the last regiment to reach the foot of 

Washington Street, where we again took position to cover the town and 

hold the enemy in check, while our trains of baggage wagons and 

ambulances had withdrawn to the rear. 

This move was a success in part due to a section of Captain Dilger's 

renowned battery, planted upon an eminence near the square in 

Gettysburg. 

We then received orders to march to the opposite side of the town, which 

was done in excellent order. 

We then took position behind a stone wall, in a field opposite the cemetery 

upon what is known as Cemetery Hill, where we remained until near 
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nightfall here we held our ground - undisturbed during the night sleeping 

upon our arms, and here ends the first day's struggle. 

Next day, July 2nd continuous skirmishing was going on in our immediate 

front and in the meanwhile Sharpshooters, which had couched themselves 

in houses in the steeples of the public buildings harassed us with their fire. 

About 4:00pm opened the grandest cannonade of the war directed chiefly 

at the position of the 11 Corp (Cemetery Hill).  It continued for about five 

hours when the enemy made a most desperate charge on Wiederick's 

Battery supported by the 1st Division of our corps. 

They rushed upon the 1st Division with incredible fierceness and 

impetuosity - driving it back in disorder.  They actually all demanded a 

surrender.  But the brave cannoniers had hearts that forbid them to 

succumb. 

Then, you, seeing the critical position of affairs and knowing how soon the 

enemy would seize the battery and commanding heights, if not forced back, 

called upon our regiment and the 58th NY of our brigade also to advance at 

a charge with fixed bayonets. 

It is needless for me to say, General, for you full well know with what 

alacrity the regiment responded with what determination it moved forward 

and with what courage it met them, driving back their staggered ranks, 

overcome with unrecoverable panic, capturing the colors of the 6th LA 

Tigers taking many prisoners, saving the battery, and with the gallant 57th 

NY securing the whole army from what would have been an unrepairable 

disaster.   

Here closes our 2nd day's labours - save the numerous skirmishes in which 

the regiment bore almost constand part. 

During the night you ordered us to take a position behind a stone wall in a 

field opposite the cemetery to which allusion has already been made; here 

we remained during the whole of the day (7/3) maintaining our ground and 

receiving the attacks of the enemy with the greatest coolness and gallantry, 

repulsing the driving them in every instance, as is well-known.  We were 
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perplexed as on the prior day by the fire of Sharpshooters and again from 

the hour of 10:00am until 3:00pm, we withstood the heaviest fire of the 

enemy's cannon exhibiting the same coolness, inflexible bravery and 

determination that had characterized them before. 

When night came on a heavy rain commenced falling and firing cased 

again.  We slept on our arms, and but had no encounter, it appearing that 

the enemy defeated and disheartened, had during the night fled dismayed 

away.  

The next morning (4th of July) about 8:00am, you ordered us together with 

the 26th Wisconsin forward on a reconnaissance. (you commanding it in 

person)  We advanced in an easterly direction towards York for the distance 

of about two miles completely scouring the country and taking a large 

number of prisoners. 

You then having accomplished your purpose ordered us to return to the 

position we had left in the morning.  This being done, we remained there 

until ordered forward in pursuit of the enemy toward Emmittsburg.  Our 

regiment has suffered heavily both in the loss of Officers and men - Colonel 

Lockman feel wounded while gallantly urging his command to do its duty - 

Adjustant Dodge, Captain Volkhausen and Trumpelmann were all seriously 

wounded while struggling against the foe. 

The two former have had their legs amputated and the latter has since died 

from the effects of his wounds. 

Lieutenant Raseman and Lieutenant Froest, were both killed an both died 

the death of heroes - Lieutenant Von Cloelt was wounded and is now a 

prisoner in the hands of the enemy. 

Captain Lloyd behaved with commendable cooness. 

Of the other officers, save one, whoses name I forbear publicly to mention, I 

can speak only in terms of the highest praise. 

The Regiment has lost in killed, wounded, and missing, one-hundred and 

forty-four men. 



5 
 

I have the honor General to be Respectfully Yours, 

 

Benjamin A. Willis 

Major Commanding, 119th Regiment NY " 


